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	CHINOOK FORECAST: The 2009 forecast total return of Robertson Creek chinook to the terminal fishing area is 54,000.  The escapement goal is 33,000.  The available TAC in the terminal area is  21,000 chinook.

	ESCAPEMENT: The Stamp Falls chinook counters were operational this week. The fish counters at the outlet of Great Central Lake on the upper Stamp River will remain in service until the Stamp Falls counters are fully operational. A swim team will assesses that portion of the Stamp River above the Stamp Falls when the GCL counters are removed. Typically chinook escapement peaks through the Stamp Falls fishways in the first week of October and continues to the end October.

	BIOLOGICAL INFORMATION:    Biological samples are collected from commercial and First Nations fisheries in Alberni Inlet.

	ABORIGINAL FISHING: A Tseshaht and Hupacasath First Nations gillnet fishery took place on Sunday August 30. Catch was estimated at 4,818 chinook. Total catch to date is 6,647. Approximately 353 chinook remain in the available TAC, which may be used as by-catch in future coho fisheries, or caught for elders’ food fish. 

	COMMERCIAL FISHING:   Commercial seine fishery took place August 31, 1 vessel participated. Catch was estimated at 782 chinook; 202 chinook remain in the available TAC, which was made available to Area D gill-net. Commercial gillnet fisheries took place August 31, 74 vessels participated in the 8 hr. opening. Catch was estimated at 1,387 chinook. 341 + 202 chinook remain in the available TAC. 

	RECREATIONAL FISHING:    Alberni Inlet catch is estimated to be 2,637 chinook as of Sept. 2, 2009. Historic average catch from the same time period (2004-2007) is estimated to be approximately 7,147 chinook. Barkley Sound catch is estimated to be 24,584 chinook as of Sept. 2, 2009. Historic average catch from the same time period (2004-2007) is estimated to be approximately 18,788 chinook.

	NEXT WEEK'S FISHING PLANS:

Aboriginal – No Tseshaht or Hupacasath First Nations chinook gill net fisheries are scheduled for September. Remaining TAC may be used in future directed coho fisheries. 
Barkley Sound First Nation FSC fisheries are permitted to fish under the authority of their Communal Licences and all catch is for Food, Social or Ceremonial use which cannot be sold.

Commercial -    Area D gill nets will open for 4 hours from 20:00h Wednesday September 9 until 00:00h Thursday, September 10, with a possible 4 hour extension if the TAC of 543 chinook is not achieved.  

Area B Seine:  Fishing is completed for the 2009 season.  

Recreational – The recreational fishery is at full limits for chinook and coho salmon in Alberni Inlet north of the Hocking Pt. boundary line.  The Nahmint Area closure is in effect. Chinook conservation measures are in effect in other portions of Area 23, Barkley Sound /Alberni Inlet. 
For more information go online to:

http://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/recfish/Opportunities/PN/A23&123BarkleyChinookPN.pdf 
for the Area 23 Recreational Chinook Fishery Notice or
http://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/recfish/Opportunities/PN/A23&123BarkleyCohoPN.pdf 
for the Area 23 Recreational Coho Fishery Notice
or contact the local DFO office in Port Alberni at  250 720-4440
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