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SOMASS SOCKEYE BULLETIN #2009-6  
Date: July 23, 2009


	SOCKEYE FORECAST:   The Somass sockeye pre-season forecast was 350,000.    Assessment data available to July 22 have been reviewed.  At the current time, the Somass Sockeye Technical Working Group recommends increasing the expected run size to 500,000, based on the best-performing ‘early’ run timing curve.  The following factors were considered in increasing the run size: 1) the estimated abundance of sockeye in the inlet increased over the last week; 2) the rate of daily migration to the inlet has remained steady over the last two weeks.  If the run was earlier, we would have expected a significant decline this week in observed migration and abundance.

	ESCAPEMENT: Escapement has increased to an adult total of approximately 242,000 to July 22.  Over the last few days escapement has declined to less than 1000/day.  Flow in the river is moderate and river temperatures are beginning to increase to 20oC or slightly above, the level at which migration is often impeded.  However, for this date and run size escapement is about expected levels. 

	BIOLOGICAL INFORMATION:      Biological sampling for age in both the test fishery and escapement indicate a high proportion of age 42 fish from the 2005 brood (i.e. about 60 to 70% of the adult catch and escapement to date).  To date, samples a significantly higher portion of 42s in both escapement and the test fishery as expected.  Over the past few weeks, combined samples in the test fishery declined to about 69% age 42 fish.  Notably, there have been very few age 53 or 63 fish observed to date and these fish are expected to comprise about 15% of the run.

	TEST FISHING:     Results of the July 20 to 21 test fishery indicate that abundance of sockeye in Alberni Inlet is in the range of about 40,000 to 45,000 in the ‘inner’ inlet and 15,000 to 17,000 in the ‘outer’ inlet; an increase in the estimate over the previous week.  The observed rate of daily migration to the inlet has maintained steady over the last two weeks at about 6K/day.  While some of the fish observed may be of Henderson Lake origin, it is unlikely Henderson sockeye account for the entire observed influx even if the return is much higher than forecast.

	ABORIGINAL FISHING: 
Currently all fishing is for food, social and ceremonial purposes.  Tseshaht and Hupacasath First Nations fished drag seine and gill nets this past week.  Combined catch for both First Nations to July 15th is 55,200.  
The estimated sockeye catch for Barkley Sound First Nations is 14,000.  
RECREATIONAL FISHING:   
Catches in the recreational fishery continued to be good.  Catch per unit effort was 4.7 this past week. .  The estimated catch for the past week was 8700 sockeye and the total catch to date is 46,000 sockeye.   The total catch includes 4700 sk harvested at Paper Mill Dam on the Somass River.         The daily limit will remain at four (4) until further notice. 
COMMERCIAL FISHING: 
At the current runsize, 500,000 there is commercial tac available.  The Area D tac is 5000 sockeye. 
Area D gill nets have a 24 hour opening commencing 18:00h Friday July 24 until 18:00h Saturday July 25 with a potential 24 hour extention dependent on remaining tac.  The fishery will occur in portions of sub-areas 23-2 and 23-1, shoreward of a line from Bilton Point to a boundary sign on the opposite shore of Alberni Inlet near Coleman Creek at 49° 00.437’N, 124° 51.486’W, to a boundary line from Polly Pt to Stamp Pt.

Area B seines will have a TAC of 7000 sockeye.  A fishery is anticipated as early as Saturday July 25.  The fishery will have a maximum duration of 72 hours or until the allocation is achieved, which ever occurs first.  The seine fishery will occur in subarea 23-1.  The outer boundary is Sproat Narrows. 
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