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	SOCKEYE FORECAST:   The Somass sockeye pre-season forecast was 350,000.   Assessment data available to July 15 have been reviewed.  At the current time, the Somass Sockeye Technical Working Group recommends maintaining the expected run size at 450,000.  The following factors were considered in maintaining the current run size: 1) the estimated abundance of sockeye in the inlet and rate of daily migration to the inlet declined significantly over the last week 2) age samples from this weeks’ test fishery continue to be at the overall seasonal expectations for the proportion of age 42.  These observations suggest the run is early relative to the current timing assumption.  

	ESCAPEMENT:   Through July 15, total sockeye escapement to Great Central Lake is estimated at 123,000 adults. Sockeye escapement to Sproat Lake is estimated at 110,000 adults.  Escapement has increased to an adult total of approximately 233,000 to July 15.  From July 7 to July 12, there was a significant movement of fish from the inlet to the river with escapement averaging about 20K per day.  Total escapement is now somewhat higher than we what might expect by this date on a 450,000 run size and given catch rates.  However, after July 12 the rate of daily escapement declined to less than 3500/day.  Migration conditions in the Somass river system remain favorable (i.e. temperatures are below 20oC and flow is moderate). 

	BIOLOGICAL INFORMATION:     Biological sampling for age in both the test fishery and escapement indicate a high proportion of age 42 fish from the 2005 brood (i.e. about 60 to 70% of the adult catch and escapement to date).  Combined samples from the last two weeks test fishery were 76% age 42 fish, which is near seasonal expectations.  Notably, there have been very few age 53 or 63 fish observed to date and these fish are expected to comprise about 15% of the run.  However, age 52 fish may be more abundant than expected.

	TEST FISHING:    Results of the July 13 to 14 test fishery indicate that abundance of sockeye in Alberni Inlet is in the range of about 25,000 to 30,000 in the ‘inner’ inlet and 6000 to 8000 in the ‘outer’ inlet; a significant decline in the estimate over the previous week.  As well, the observed rate of daily migration to the inlet has declined significantly over the last week from about 11K/day to 6K/day. 

	ABORIGINAL FISHING: Currently all fishing is for food, social and ceremonial purposes.  Tseshaht and Hupacasath First Nations fished drag seine and gill nets this past week.  Combined catch for both First Nations to July 15th is 53,600.  
The estimated sockeye catch for Barkley Sound First Nations is 12,000.  
RECREATIONAL FISHING:   Catches in the recreational fishery continued to be good.  Catch per unit effort was 4.7 this past week. .  The estimated catch for the past week was 9000 sockeye and the total catch to date is 35,500 sockeye.   The total catch includes 4700 sk harvested at Paper Mill Dam on the Somass River.         The daily limit will remain at four (4) until further notice. 
COMMERCIAL FISHING:  There were no commercial fisheries this past week.   At the current runsize the commercial allocation has been achieved.  To date Area D gill nets have harvested 5665 sockeye and Area B seines harvested 7063 sockeye.
No commercial fisheries are scheduled from July 16 to July 23.
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