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	SOCKEYE FORECAST:   The Somass sockeye pre-season forecast was 350,000.    Assessment data available to July 8 have been reviewed.  At the current time, the Somass Sockeye Technical Working Group recommends maintaining the expected run size at 450,000.   We are conservative in our assessment given the following factors: 1) the estimated rate of daily migration to the inlet has declined over the last week, suggesting we are at least past the peak of the run;  2)  the test fishery estimate accounts for about a third of the observed return and it is a highly uncertain source of data; 3) relative to previous weeks, catch this week accounts for a much higher portion of overall abundance estimate (i.e. >30% v. <20%); 4) age samples from this weeks’ test fishery continue to be at the overall seasonal expectations for the proportion of age 42; 5) the observed return of age 53 and 63 fish is below expectation; 6) escapement is also below expectation given the catch levels and positive migration conditions.  
Together, these observations may suggest the run is early relative to the current timing assumption. 


	ESCAPEMENT:   Through July 8, total sockeye escapement to Great Central Lake is estimated at 60347 adults. Sockeye escapement to Sproat Lake is estimated at 74765 adults. Total escapement to date is approximately 135,000.  Recent cool wet weather and current river levels continue to support good escapement conditions. 
 

	BIOLOGICAL INFORMATION:    Biological sampling for age in both the test fishery and escapement indicate a high proportion of age 42 fish from the 2005 brood (i.e. about 60 to 70% of the adult catch and escapement to date).  Combined samples from the last two weeks test fishery were 77% age 42 fish, which is near seasonal expectations.  Notably, there have been very few age 53 or 63 fish observed to date and these fish are expected to comprise about 15% of the run, although age 52 fish may be more abundant than expected.


	TEST FISHING:   Results from this week’s test fishery (July 06/07) indicates a lower overall abundance of sockeye in Alberni Inlet compared to the previous week. From Ten Mile Pt out to Pill Pt the estimate is in the range from 35,000 to 40,000 sockeye and 65,000 to 70,000 from Ten Mile Pt to Alberni Harbour.
 

	ABORIGINAL FISHING: Currently all fishing is for food, social and ceremonial purposes.  Tseshaht and Hupacasath First Nations resumed fishing July 05 with two days of gill net fishing. Combined catch for both First Nations to July 08th is 42,300.  
The estimated sockeye catch for Barkley Sound First Nations is 7500.  The seine vessel Princess Colleen will harvest 4000 sockeye for the Ucluelet and Uchucklesit First Nations commencing July 09. 
RECREATIONAL FISHING:   The recreational fishery continued this past week.  Effort during week days ranges between 200-300 boats per day and weekend effort averages 350-450 daily. The estimated catch for the past week was 9100 sockeye and the total catch to date is 26,000 sockeye.  The daily limit will remain at four (4) until further notice. 
COMMERCIAL FISHING:  Both seines and gill nets fished this past week.   Area D gill nets had a 12 hour opening from 18:00h Tuesday July 07 to 06:00h Wednesday July 08.  22 vessels participated in the opening harvesting 5665 sockeye.  2 Area B seines harvested 7063 sockeye.
No commercial fisheries are scheduled for the period July 09 to July 16
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