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	SOCKEYE FORECAST;       At the current time, the Somass Sockeye Technical Working Group recommends no change to the pre-season forecast of 350,000.  However, the current assessment data suggest the run size is likely higher than the pre-season forecast.  By July 2, we will have observed about half the run and will be more confident about observations of run timing and abundance relative to expectations.

	ESCAPEMENT:   Through June 22, total Sockeye escapement to Great Central Lake is estimated at 19946 adults. Sockeye escapement to Sproat Lake is estimated at 14680 adults. Over the past week, daily counts ranged from 225 to 1480 through Sproat fishway and from 560 to 2252 through Great Central fishway.  Counters through the past week were fully operational.   River flows are moderate for this time of year. Temperatures are now 19°C and 18°C at Sproat and Great Central fishways, respectively. 

	BIOLOGICAL INFORMATION:  Biological sampling for age in both the test fishery and escapement indicate a high proportion of age 42 fish from the 2005 brood (i.e. about 50 to 60% of the adult return to date).  A higher proportion of age 52 fish have been observed in escapement and earlier inlet samples, which is typical as these fish tend to migrate earlier. These observations are consistent with pre-season expectations and do not indicate any unusual run timing patterns.

	TEST FISHING:  The Argent #1 operated  Monday June 22 and Tuesday June 23.   The Argent #1 conducted 10 seine sets this past week.   The total fish recorded for the 10 sets on June 22/23 was 1245 sockeye and 116 sockeye jacks.  The Alberni Inlet sockeye abundance estimate for the period June 22/23 is 90,000 sockeye.  

	ABORIGINAL FISHING: Currently all fishing is for food, social and ceremonial purposes.  Tseshaht and Hupacasath First Nations have been fishing gill nets 2 days per week .  Sunday noon to Tuesday noon.    Communal drag seine fisheries are scheduled Thursday – Sunday.  Effort and catch statistics provided by First Nations show an upper Alberni Inlet/Somass River harvest of 21,500 sockeye to June 25.   
The estimated sockeye catch for Barkley Sound First Nations is 3250.
RECREATIONAL FISHING:  The recreational fishery opened June 15th with a daily possession limit of 2 sockeye.  Recreational sockeye fishing in Alberni Inlet has been good with a reported average daily catch of 3-4 fish per boat.   The estimated recreational sockeye catch to June 24th in Area 23 is 6000.   
Daily possession limits will remain at 2 per day through the following week. If the July 02 run size reforecast indicates the run is larger than the pre-season forecast and dependent on the increase in the runsize estimate daily limits may be increased.
COMMERCIAL FISHING:  No commercial fisheries are scheduled for the following week.  As stated, the runsize may be larger than the preseason forecast.  A preliminary planning meeting is scheduled for Tuesday June 30 with Area D gill net and Area B seine advisors to discuss possible fishing scenarios if the July 02 runsize reforecast increases to the level at which a commercial allocation is available.  
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